R. Terence Farrell

1. In general I think the report is fairly much what one of these would be, a lot of
ideas and assumptions, but with little true direction on the activities needed to
implement many of the recommendations. A lot of "this is the way the state
should go" but little of the road map through the minefields.

2. Alot about FQHC's as effective partners in this effort, but no recognition of the
fact that there are areas without FQHC's and other than the concentration in a
couple of areas, when there is one in a jurisdiction they can't serve an entire
county.

3. The ideas of integration of primary care with BH are made to sound so easy to
accomplish just by indicating how sensible they are, but the reality is that there
have been a number of these efforts (three that I am aware of in the Baltimore
area, two of which I was a part) and it isn't all that simple and isn't necessarily
successful.

4. The idea that providers would have dually certified staff sounds good but
current reality defies that. Anyone who has attempted to hire a dually certified
(licensed) person knows how scarce the pool is.

R. Terence Farrell

Executive Director

Office on Mental Health

Core Service Agency of Harford County





