
 

Effective July 1, 2013 

Important Information for Veterans, Service Members, and Military Spouses 

Under the Veterans Full Employment Act of 2013 (Senate Bill 273 and House Bill 225, Chapters 
154 and 155, Laws of Maryland 2013) veterans, service members, and military spouses are 
entitled to have their initial license, certificate, or permit application processed by the Dental 
Board in an expedited manner. If a service member, veteran, or military spouse meets the 
requirements for a license, certificate, or permit, the  Board will issue the license, certificate, or 
permit within 15 business days after receiving a completed application.  

The  Board will credit any training and education provided by the military and completed by a 
service member toward any training or education requirements for a license, certificate, or 
permit, if the training or education is determined by the Board to be substantially equivalent to 
the training or education required by the Board and not otherwise contrary to any other licensing 
requirement.  

In addition, if there is an experience requirement for licensure or certification, the Board will 
give credit to the applicant for all relevant experience as a service member.  

All examination requirements will be applicable and must be satisfied.  

For each applicant the Board will assign an advisor to assist the applicant with the application 
process. If the applicant does not meet the education, training, or experience requirements for a 
license, certificate, or permit, the advisor will assist in identifying programs that offer relevant 
education or training, or ways of obtaining needed experience.   

The advisor for dentists, dental radiation technologists, dental assistants qualified in general 
duties, and dental assistants qualified in orthodontics is Ms. Debbie Welch who may be reached 
at 410-402-8511.  

The advisor for dental hygienists is Ms. Sandra Sage who may be reached at 410-402-8510.  

Please note that a “service member” is defined as an individual who is an active duty member of 
the armed forces of the United States, a reserve component of the armed forces of the United 
States, or the National Guard of any state. A “veteran” is defined as a former service member 
who was discharged from active duty under circumstances other than dishonorable within 1 year 
before the date on which the application is received. A “veteran” does not include an individual 
who  has completed active duty and has been discharged for more than 1 year before the 
application is submitted. A “military spouse” means the spouse of a service member or veteran 
and includes the surviving spouse of a veteran or a service member who died within 1 year 
before the date on which the application of the military spouse is submitted.  

The Board emphasizes that it will do whatever it can under the law to assist our service 
members, veterans, and military spouses. Please call your advisor for additional information.  


