
LABS ADMIN - DHMH 
LABORATORY TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
May 6, 2004 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

Present:  Mr. Lane Ahlburn (via teleconference); Mr. Ed Bonner; Dr. Ross Brechner; Dr. Phyllis 
Cassano; Dr. Jack DeBoy; Dr. Julie Kiehlbauch; Ms. Helen McQuay; Ms. Michele Piorek; Ms. 
Polly Ristaino; Mr. Michael Sharon; Mr. Jim Svrjcek; Mr. Art Thacher 
 
Absent:  Mr. Michael Deabay (advance notice given); Sgt. Mitchell Dinterman; Mr. Joseph 
Haney (advance notice given); Dr. Prince Kassim; Mr. Don Lewis; Dr. Robert Myers; Dr. Jeff 
Roche (advance notice given); Ms. Gail Wowk (advance notice given)  
 
Guest:  Ms. Barbara Callahan 

 
MINUTES: 

 
1. Review and Corrections – Corrections were noted and will be distributed to members 

under a separate cover. 
2. Acceptance – Unanimous 
3. Introductions 

a. Dr. Paula Cassano, State Veterinarian, introduced herself to the committee and gave a 
brief overview of Maryland Department of Agriculture’s role in the recent Avian 
Influenza Outbreak in Delaware and Maryland.   

b. Dr. Lisa May, the new Director of the Office of Emergency Preparedness & 
Response, could not attend due to a previous commitment.  She will be coming to the 
next meeting. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Emergency Response Plan – Due to the limited amount of feedback responses from the 
committee members, Dr. Brechner suggested that one meeting should be devoted to 
reviewing and discussing the plan.  A date will be scheduled, once a final outline has 
been drafted.  Dr. DeBoy suggested that the committee should focus on those sections 
dealing with outside agencies. 

 
2. IT Update 

a. LIMS – Mr. Haney could not attend the meeting due to scheduling conflicts, and 
the LIMS update and FRED demonstration will be postponed until the next 
meeting. 

b. Health Alert Network (HAN) – Mr. Thacher gave the committee an overview of 
this secure network that will provide access to different applications, including a 
documents library, the Public Health Directory, out-dialing and voice alerting, 
and the National Electronic Disease Surveillance System (NEDSS).  CDC is 
scheduled to install NEDSS in the next month, and HAN will have its first 
system test in the fall of 2004. 

c. Dr. Cassano spoke about MDA’s current efforts to network the State Board of 
Veterinary Medical Examiners and veterinarians statewide.  She is also involved 
in coordinating voluntary veterinarian care in case of an emergency.  She 
suggested that MDA would be included in the HAN.   In cases of a bioterrorism 
or an Agri-terrorist event where zoological diseases have been transmitted from 
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animals to human, DHMH, along with MDA and USDA, will be involved in the 
testing. 

d. Perseus – Dr. Brechner mentioned this survey software and its ability to provide 
secure Internet communications and event tracking capabilities.  A meeting with 
Dr. Brechner, Art Thacher, Gail Wowk, and Dr. May will need to be scheduled 
in the near future to move this project forward. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. State Public Health Laboratory Website – The committee reviewed the handouts of the 
draft website structure proposed by the Website Committee.  The website’s first page will 
show a flowchart-like structure with button links that will direct the user through a series 
of prompts to guide them to the correct contact persons and information.  The 
information provided will be limited, but various links will direct the user to outside 
sources (e.g., MDA, MDE, etc.). 

 
Ms. McQuay’s suggestion, from an earlier meeting, to include Clinical Pathways has 
been incorporated.  This information will be limited to diagnosis/detection information 
only, and not treatment.  

 
Links to outside agencies may include more than MDA, MDE, and CDC.  These choices 
will be determined at a future meeting. 
 
The committee suggested two level of access: one for the public, and a more secure 
access for health professionals and first responders. 
 

2. HB 666 (Revised Maryland Biological Agent Registry) – This bill has been passed and 
the new law will go into effect on October 1, 2004.  DHMH will begin writing the new 
regulations (COMAR) next month.  Dr. DeBoy stated that MEMA, MDA, and MDE will 
be contacted for their input. 

 
This new law has changed the definition of the term “person.”  State and federal agencies 
will now be required to report to the Maryland’s Biological Agents Registry Program 
(BAR).   
 
This law will also allow the release of information to MEMA and prior to a criminal 
investigation.  But these agencies will be restricted in releasing this information to local 
jurisdictions without the BAR’s permission. 
 

3. Federal Terrorism Grant Year 5 – The CDC has announced budgetary cuts in the 
Cooperative Grant Funding for Biological and Chemical Terrorism.  This year the cut 
will be 11%, and next year there will be an additional 12% cut.  However, this year’s 
budget (5th grant year) will only go for 10 months, giving us the full year’s monies for 10 
months. 

 
4. BLAST FAX Test – This service is available as a back-up service for two-way 

communications that will network the Hospitals, Level “A” Labs, and DHMH in the 
event of a bioterrorism, chemical, and radiological emergency.  Last week was the 
system’s first test.  There was only a 30% response from its participants.   



LABS ADMIN - DHMH 
LABORATORY TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
May 6, 2004 

 
 

Dr. Brechner asked Mr. Thacher to schedule a meeting in order to clear up the confusion 
in the fax’s format.  The subject line and message was too vague and inaccurate and 
resulted in the low response rate.  Mr. Thacher recommended a more user-friendly 
alternative, like “EasyLink Subscription Service.” 

 
5. Chain-of-Custody Protocol/Forms – Mr. Thacher suggested that each local jurisdiction 

adopt a standardized, universal protocol for collecting and transporting 
samples/specimens.  A multipart contact tracking form, including an assigned incident 
number, could be designed that will include all contact information from each individual 
involved with the handling of the sample/specimen.  This would also include contact 
information of the source (originator of the process).  This will ensure that the source will 
be contacted with the results of any testing done.   

 
Mr. Thacher stated that the first step, in adapting a standardized protocol and form, 
should be a joint meeting with the local bioterrorism coordinators and Jeanette Jenkins, 
the Director of the Office of Local Health Community Health Administration.  Then the 
BT coordinators would contact their local law enforcement/hazmat individuals for input. 
 
Mr. Thacher mentioned that there is grant money available for training.  Dr. DeBoy 
suggested that it is time for another conference dealing with this issue. 

 
NEXT MEETING:    
 

N.B.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, September 16, 2004 at 10am – 12noon in 
Room L-37 (201 W. Preston Street, Lab Tower). 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Until Next Meeting 
 

RB/mp 


